the Metropolis alone, it has of late years extended its operations to the provinces, and from only dealing with dependent children it has gone on to consider the case of young delinquents. The The S.C.A. welcomes the corroboration of its principles-, given by the Poor Law Commission Reports both of the Majority and the Minority, which declare decisively against the extension of barrack schools, and pronounce against the maintenance of children in workhouses, an abuse which, often as it has been exposed, is still too common.
The Association is combating strongly the use of workhouses as places of detention for young offenders, and its Report points out that the Local Government Board has granted permission for their use for a limited period, only, so that every effort must be made that this unsuitable arrangement shall not become permanent.
Boarding-out continues to increase in popularity, and excellent work has been done by the Association in forming fresh committees in neighbourhoods where none were formerly forthcoming.
In the Report of three years ago fifty-eight Unions were mentioned as having adopted the scattered home system of dealing with children ineligible for boarding-out. To-da.y that number has risen to nearly ninety, and to almost all of these the S.C.A. has been able to send information and suggestions, receiving letters of appreciation which show the hold obtained by the principles of the Association.
Provincial work grows apace, fresh boards of guardians are being drawn in, meetings are organised in increasing numbers, and leaflets, letters, and answers to all sorts of applications go out constantly from the Office.
Nothing so concerns a nation as the well-being of its children. The three years' record of the Association's work thoroughly justifies an appeal to the public for such support as will enable it to answer the calls to labour which reach it from many sides.
The Report can be obtained (price 4d. post free) from the offices of the Association, 53 Victoria Street, S.W.
